346     Fiery Eniption on Julia??s attempt

203. Moreover the events in question did the work
of a miracle; they defeated powerful enemies, who
would not have been unwilling to detect imposture,
and who would not have been deterred from their**
purpose by interruptions which are extraordinary
only in a relation. If the purpose of the Scripture
miracles be to enforce on the minds of men an im-
pression of the present agency and of the will of God,
His approval of one man or doctrine, and His disap-
proval of another, not even the clearest of those re-
corded in the Gospel could have secured this object
more effectually than did the wonderful occurrence in
question. And did we see at this day a great attempt
made to reinstate the Jews as Jews in their own land,
to build their Temple, and to recommence their sacri-
fices, did the enemies of the Catholic Church forward -
it, did heretical bodies and their officials on the spot
take part in it, and did some catastrophe, as sudden
and unexpected as the fiery eruption, befall the at-
tempt, I conceive, whatever became of abstract defini-
tions, we should feel it to be a Divine interference,
bringing with it its own evidence, and needing no
interpretation. It must be recollected, too, that cer-
tain of the miracles of Scripture, such as the de-
struction of Sodom, may be plausibly attributed to
physical causes, yet without disparagement of their

1 original authorities; Warburtbn Has been followed except in
ofte instance.